MOHAVE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF 

Board of Directors’ Meeting

February 18, 2010
Meeting called to order at 12:00 p.m. by Paul Sowerby, President.

Board Members Present at the commencement of the meeting: Paul Sowerby, President, Doug Camacho, Secretary, Bill Porter, Ken Gregory, Keith Evans, and Kyle Kinkead.  Jay Bidwell appeared by telephone.

D’Arcy Downs-Vollbracht arrived at 12:04 p.m.  Shawn Hamp arrived at 12:18 p.m. Because of medical issues, Steve Wilson’s absence was excused. 

Minutes from the January 21, 2010 Board of Directors’ Meeting were presented.  Bill Porter moved to approve the minutes.  Kyle Kinkead seconded the motion.  The minutes were unanimously approved.  
President’s Report: Paul Sowerby showed the Board a thank you card that was received by the London Bridge Resort for our use of their facilities at the most recent CLE.  
Paul also discussed which board members and officers would be seeking reelection.  Paul mentioned that the new Board (after the elections) will need to discuss the possibility of amending the bylaws in certain ways to make Officers’ service periods similar to that of Directors.  Each officer or director (who was present) that is up for reelection affirmed that they will run for reelection.  However, it appeared at the end of the meeting that Shawn Hamp will not seek reelection.  Doug agreed to contact Steve Wilson at home to see how he is doing with his medical issues and try to see if he desires to seek reelection.  It was discussed that we will try to circulate a ballot before the meeting to allow those voting to know which candidates desire to run.  

CLE Event Committee: Paul also discussed that there are several checks that have been received from vendors for tables.  Porter explained that he needs to know the number of vendors by March 10, 2010 so he can pass that information on.  At this time, 10 vendors are signed up to attend.  Paul encouraged all members of the Board to speak to their own personal banks to see if any are interested.
Paul stated that support staff can also join the Bar Association.

Treasurer’s Report: Jay Bidwell had sent the report to all the members by e-mail.  Porter moved to approve the report.  Camacho seconded it.  It was unanimously approved.  It was confirmed that after the Annual Meeting there should still be plenty of funds to provide for the needs of the Bar Association.
CLE Committee Report: The annual meeting was discussed.  Several judges have been invited.  At least five have committed to attend.  While not all can attend, many of those that cannot have written kind letters explaining why they cannot attend.  The President of the Arizona State Bar Association has committed to attend.    All these factors show that the Mohave County Bar Association is gaining respect in the legal community.  Bill Porter discussed the number of people signed up to attend the annual meeting and luncheon.  We discussed having a sign in sheet for members of the bench to allow them to show attendance.  We also discussed arrangements for the special guests that have been invited to attend.  

The Board also discussed when to have the presentation of awards by Community Legal Services for attorneys involved in volunteer activities.  This invited a discussion of the time frames involved in the luncheon.  The Board agreed to invite former Division 5 Judge, Bob Moon, to do the invocation.

Porter suggested that the new board increase the cost of the CLE and charge a nominal cost to public attorneys who are members of the bar association.  This will be taken up by the new board of directors after it is elected at the annual meeting.

The Board discussed the possibility of working with the bench in making COJET part of the training that the Bar Association can help with.  This, too, will be a topic for discussion with the new board.

A disagreement occurred between Paul and Shawn which ended in Shawn leaving the meeting at 12:40.  

Kyle Kinkead volunteered to assume the role of maintaining the Association’s website in Shawn’s absence.   

Awards Committee: A couple attendees of the meeting were nominees for awards at the annual meeting.  Those two voluntarily left the room to allow the rest of the board to discuss the nominations for the Frank X. Gordon award and the Community Service Award.  After full discussion of the issue, a decision was made by the remaining members of the Board.  The awards will be announced at the annual meeting.

The next meeting will be held by agreement of those persons elected at the Annual Meeting.

Kyle Kinkead moved to adjourn the meeting.  Doug Camacho seconded the motion.  The motion unanimously passed and the meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.
