MOHAVE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF 

Board of Directors’ Meeting

May 27, 2010
Meeting called to order at 12:02 p.m. by Paul Sowerby, President.

Board Members Present at the commencement of the meeting: Paul Sowerby, President, Doug Camacho, Secretary, Jay Bidwell, Treasurer (by phone), Bill Porter, Steve Wilson, Jeff Brown, and Ken Gregory.

D’Arcy Downs-Vollbracht’s presence was excused.

Minutes from the April 15, 2010 Board of Directors’ Meeting were presented.  Bill Porter moved to approve the minutes.  Steve Wilson seconded the motion.  The minutes were unanimously approved.  
President’s Report: Paul Sowerby discussed correspondence received from the Maricopa County Bar Association.  The Maricopa County Bar Association desired contact information so they could send referrals through our Bar Association to attorneys in the Mohave County Bar Association.  The Board agreed that we were not in the business of referring potential clients to attorneys.  Paul agreed to contact representatives from Maricopa’s Bar Association and inform them of the Board’s position. 

Paul also received a letter from Mr. Phelps from the Arizona State Bar Association desiring to attend our meetings.  Paul indicated he would invite Mr. Phelps to one of our board meetings.

Treasurer’s Report: Jay Bidwell went through the miscellaneous expense category and recategorized each expense.  Prior to vote on the Treasurer’s Report, Ken Gregory questioned a $1000 expense that appeared to be listed twice in the report.  Because of these concerns, the Treasurer’s Report was withdrawn.  The Report for May 27, 2010 was meant to subsume the April 15, 2010 report.  A vote on the Treasurer’s Report will be done at the next meeting.  By the end of the meeting, Jay was able to clear up the question on the $1000 and explained that it was not an error in calculations, but was the way it was formatted in the Quicken spreadsheet.

CLE Committee Report: Bill Porter discussed new developments that will affect the June 24, 2010 CLE.  McWhirter indicated that something came up that will make it impossible for him to be a presenter at the June CLE.  Bill Porter discussed that Dawn Sinclair may still be available to discuss ethics, but may also not be available.  Angela Napper was contacted and indicated that she would be available as a backup plan. 
For the CLE in the fall, the board discussed having it on October 9, 2010 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Bill Porter discussed having it focus on family law issues and the troubled client.  Bill discussed having two tracks of presentation.  One track would focus on criminal practice issues related to the family.  The other track would involve civil practice issues involving the family.  At the beginning of the CLE, all attendees would listen to a panel discussion of mental health issues such as Rule 11 in criminal cases and civil commitments.  Jace Zack, Lori Milke, and Dr. Linskey were mentioned as potential panelists of the discussion.  Bill said that for the criminal track, presenters could discuss juvenile law, and domestic violence issues.  In the civil track, issues such as dissolution, custody, adoption, and probate could be discussed.  Ken Gregory suggested that foreclosure law would be something that should also be discussed.  The Board also suggested that bankruptcy would also be appropriate.  

For the January 21, 2011 presentation, Bill suggested inviting Frank Gordon to discuss the legal and evidentiary issues in the Mecham impeachment trial.  It was also suggested that an evidence panel discussion could take place.  Because Frank Gordon may be invited to this CLE, it was discussed that we could have this CLE in Kingman.  

For the March 2011 CLE, it Bill suggested that we could invite the Nappers again to discuss evidence and ethics.  We discussed having it on March 19, 2011 at the same location as last year.

For the June 23, 2011 CLE, Bill discussed inviting Matt Smith and Billy Sipe do a presentation.  We also discussed having another presentation on ethics.  Bill recommended that we have this one in Lake Havasu.
Golf Tournament:  Paul D’Arcy and Nancy (from CLS) have a meeting on June 15, 2010 to discuss getting the golf tournament together.  An update of that meeting will be discussed at the next Board meeting.

Display Case:  Doug Camacho reported that we had found a location for the display case in the Kingman Court Building which was approved by Judge Weiss.  Sowerby will follow up on getting a display case. 
Formation of Committees:  This discussion was tabled until the next meeting because of time constraints.
Website Development:  The board discussed how to improve the current website.  Kyle discussed the limitations with the current website provider.  The board agreed to allow advertising by court reporters on the website.  The board agreed to offer court reporters to post ads on the website for $50/year.  Ken Gregory agreed to send a letter to court reporters about this.  As explained above, the board agreed that the website would not be used as a lawyer referral service.  The Board discussed including a membership roster and providing membership applications on a pdf format on the website.  The Board also discussed that the website can be used to encourage people to seek grants through the Bar Association.  Kyle Kinkead is working on developing the website.  Each member should think of ways that the site can be improved.    
Wills For Heroes:  Jay Bidwell reported that on $75.00 was spent during the Wills For Heroes event on May 15, 2010.  30 wills were prepared.  We discussed that need to provide media coverage for any event the Bar Association is involved with. Additionally, information about these things should be posted on the Bar’s website.  
Courthouse Financial Support:  Kip Anderson from the Courts requested that the Board contribute money towards the installation of computers systems that would allow access to court documents that have been filed in the Superior Court.  The Board concluded that although it would be a good thing, the Bar Association does not currently have the financial resources to donate to this cause.  Paul agreed to inform Kip Anderson of this decision.
Fees and CLE Costs:  Ken Gregory moved to have the cost of yearly dues increased to $35.00/year, and to have the public attorney’s increased to $25.00.  Kyle Kinkead seconded the Motion.  The Motion unanimously carried.  Ken Gregory also moved that the CLE costs be raised to $100 for most attorneys, $75 for public attorneys, and $200 for non-members of the Bar Association.  Doug Camacho seconded the motion.  The Motion was unanimously passed.  
Actions To Take:

Paul:
(1) Contact Maricopa County’s representatives and inform them that we do not provide a referral service for members of the Mohave County Bar Association.  


(2) Contact Mr. Phelps and invite him to one of our Board Meetings.

(3) Follow up on getting a display case to put in the Courthouse.

(4) Inform Kip Anderson of the Board’s decision concerning computers.

Kyle Kinkead:
Develop the website.

Ken Gregory:
Write a letter to Court Reporters informing them of the opportunity to advertise on the Bar Association’s website.

Jay Bidwell: 
Prepare a Treasurer’s Report for Next Month with sufficient time that all questions can be addressed prior to the meeting (Since Jay will be unavailable to attend the next meeting)

Everyone:
(1) Review the committees listed in the agenda and decide which to volunteer to serve in. 

(2) Forward ideas on how to improve the website to Kyle Kinkead.

The next meeting will be on June 17, 2010 at 11:30 at the KRMC Board Room.
Bill Porter moved to adjourn the meeting.  Steve Wilson seconded the motion.  The motion unanimously passed and the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.
