MOHAVE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF 

Board of Directors’ Meeting

October 29, 2009
Meeting called to order at 12:00 p.m. by Paul Sowerby, President.

Board Members Present at the commencement of the meeting: Paul Sowerby, Steve Wilson, Doug Camacho, and Bill Porter.  Jay Bidwell appeared by telephone.   D’Arcy Downs-Vollbracht arrived at 12:08 p.m.  Shawn Hamp arrived at 12:11 p.m.  Excused were Ken Gregory and Kyle Kinkead.    
Minutes from the September 24, 2009 Board of Directors’ Meeting were presented.  Paul Sowerby discussed a couple corrections that needed to be made.  Bill Porter moved to approve the minutes (as amended).  Steve Wilson seconded the motion.  The minutes were unanimously approved.  Once they are amended, they are to be sent to Shawn Hamp to post them on the Board’s website.  
President’s Report: Paul Sowerby announced that the State Bar of Arizona sent correspondence stating that a letter about the Mohave County Bar Association will be sent to new members of the bar residing in this area when they become licensed.  This is an indication that the State Bar is starting to recognize our organization.   

Paul Sowerby was also pleased to announce that Judge Barlett has agreed to speak at the annual meeting.  The topic will be “The State of the Bench.”
Treasurer’s Report: Jay Bidwell gave an oral report.  Jay also agreed to e-mail the report to the members later on that day.  Jay Bidwell mentioned that there was one lunch and one registration that had not been paid from the CLE.  Bill Porter agreed to follow up on that.  Jay also indicated that he inquired about the grant application, but has not heard back from the State Bar yet.  Bill Porter moved to approve the oral report.  Steve Wilson seconded that motion.  The oral report was unanimously approved.

CLE Committee Report: Bill Porter said that 50 people were in attendance at the September 26, 2009 CLE, which he said was good.  The feedback is positive regarding the presentations given.  Bill also mentioned that we are still looking for a presenter for the June 2010 CLE.  Paul Sowerby advised that we should keep track of the people who signed up but failed to attend.  Paul also mentioned that the March CLE is scheduled for the same week as some schools’ spring break.  Paul mentioned that we should watch to see if that has any impact on attendance, so we can plan for future years.  Bill Porter suggested that we invite the entire Supreme Court to the CLE as a goodwill gesture.  It would have the added bonus of helping the Association to gain more recognition.  Bill suggests that we invite each judge with a personal letter, and that we pay for their attendance.  Bill indicated that he would be sending out another e-mail reminder concerning the CLE in January as the time gets closer.
Awards Committee: No report was given because Kinkead was not present.  The Board is prepared to give a gavel for Judge Carlisle when he speaks during the January 2010 CLE.  
Membership Committee: We are still soliciting new members.  We are encouraged to invite anyone who is not a member to join the bar association.

Event Committee: D’Arcy Downs-Vollbracht indicated that preparations for the golf tournament are going well.  She and Paul are involved in getting a contract together for the tournament.   AZ Attorney will be running a full-page ad.  We agreed that we should ask that it be run in the February edition.  AZ Golf will also be running an advertisement.  Several members of Community Legal Services and the Arizona State Bar Association in Phoenix are planning on coming.  John Phelps, executive for the State bar will be playing at the tournament.  The State Bar president has been invited also, and may play as well.  A graphic artist from Community Legal Services will be helping to create the advertisement for the promotion.  We discussed placing information about the tournament on our website.  

Absentee Policy: Bill Porter moved to approve the attendance policy.  Steve Wilson seconded the motion.  The Board agreed that the attendance policy would apply prospectively.  The Board unanimously approved the attendance policy.

Teen Court: Paul Sowerby indicated that the $500 donation was paid.

MCBA Interpreter Equipment: Porter reported that the equipment was given to the County.  The board agreed that this was with the Board’s consent.

Law Day: Paul Sowerby discussed that all attorneys should be encouraged to be in the schools on that day.  A writing contest will be held as a part of that activity.

State Bar Financial Support Grants:  An application was sent off to the State Bar for approval regarding the Youth Corp.  We are still waiting on that.

AZ Bar Leadership Initiative Update:  D’Arcy Downs-Vollbracht discussed benefits that the State Bar has to offer.  She discussed the advantages to using Fastcase for legal research.  She also discussed the Member Assistance Program to report people that need assistance in a confidential way.  She discussed how this program can be a valuable way to help fellow members of the bar going through different problems to save their careers.

The next meeting will be held on December 10, 2009 at 11:30 a.m. at the Kingman Regional Medical Center.  Bill Porter invited each Member of that Board to a special luncheon to begin at 11:30 a.m. 
Doug Camacho moved to adjourn the meeting.  Paul Sowerby seconded the motion.  The motion unanimously passed and the meeting was adjourned at 12:53 p.m.
